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June 26, 2009, Washington DC –
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 The                              U.S. House of Representatives today passed H.R. 2454,                              the American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009.                              While the bill included many important improvements                              over earlier versions, Rep. Herseth Sandlin could                              not support the bill because of concerns about the                              negative effects it could have on South Dakota families                              and businesses, as well as the rushed process for                              consideration. 
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Herseth                              Sandlin made the following comments following her                              vote:
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“I                              believe it’s imperative for Congress to address climate                              change. I agree with the scientific consensus that                              human activity has substantially increased the accumulation                              of greenhouse gases and is contributing to a rise                              in average global temperature. With much of South                              Dakota's economy dependent on agriculture, which in                              turn depends on our climate, global warming could                              have a profound effect on South Dakota's economy and                              our way of life. 
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“However,                              given the complexity both of the climate change problem                              and the steps needed to address it, we need to take                              time to get it right. The stakes are simply too high                              for a rushed solution that can potentially create                              more problems than it solves. 
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“While                              I was not able to support this bill, it has already                              come a long way from where it started both in its                              discussion draft form and in the form the Energy and                              Commerce Committee approved. 
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“Important                              and common sense improvements have been made that                              go a long way towards recognizing the value that agricultural                              producers in South Dakota can bring to the climate                              change issue. The inclusion of an agricultural and                              forestry offsets program will enable farmers, ranchers                              and forest owners to fully participate in a market-based                              carbon offset program, earning income for activities                              they undertake to address global climate change while                              also ensuring environmental integrity and protecting                              early actors. Importantly, these provisions put the                              U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), not the Environmental                              Protection Agency (EPA), in charge of regulating the                              use of farm and forestry projects intended to offset                              carbon dioxide emissions from industrial sources.                              
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“I                              am also pleased that the bill corrects the controversial                              and unproven methods for calculating indirect emissions                              through the lifecycle greenhouse gas analysis for                              biofuels. The bill also makes it very clear that agriculture                              and forestry sectors will be exempt from the greenhouse                              gas emission reduction requirements. 
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“However,                              while I am supportive of many of the changes made                              to the bill that stand to benefit agriculture, serious                              substantive and process concerns remain when it comes                              to doing right by rural America. 
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“I                              have heard from several utilities serving South Dakota,                              such as Black Hills Corporation, which serves tens                              of thousands of South Dakotans, that the allowances                              for emissions in the bill still aren’t fairly distributed                              and this disparity could mean dramatic rate hikes                              for its customers in South Dakota.
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“Additionally,                              the bill does not adequately fix the flawed definition                              of renewable biomass in the Renewable Fuels Standard                              (RFS) or in the proposed Renewable Electricity Standard                              (RES). While the language on biomass is improved,                              it doesn’t go far enough in recognizing the essential                              role forests can and should play in sustainably generating                              renewable energy, ensuring our nation meets the cellulosic                              biofuels mandate in the RFS, moving our nation toward                              energy independence, and creating jobs in rural communities                              across the nation. 
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Herseth Sandlin Statement on Climate and Energy Legislation

“Underlying                              my specific policy concerns are serious concerns about                              the rushed process for such an important and consequential                              bill. This bill is intended to help guide the economic                              future of our nation for decades and I think the process                              of fixing the bill since it’s been approved by the                              committee has been too rushed, and has raised too                              many questions about whether the concerns of rural                              America are adequately addressed. I hope that the                              legislative process will address these concerns, and                              ultimately, a bill can be presented to the House that                              treats South Dakota and rural America fairly as it                              moves the nation toward the new energy economy and                              addresses the real threat of climate change for our                              nation’s future.”
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